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TO THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND TAX PAYERS OF MULTNOMAH COUNTY:
The Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission is pleased to present the 102"
Annual Report describing the financial activities of local governments and school districts
in Multnomah County. This report has been prepared in compliance with the directives of
Chapter 294, Oregon Revised Statutes.

The Commission continues to rely on the cooperation of many local government officials
and staff to create this report. To all who assisted, we express our sincere appreciation.

Respectfully Submitted,

THE TAX SUPERVISING & CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Harmony Quiroz, Chair
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To the Readers of the TSCC Annual Report,

The Commissioners and staff of the Multhomah County Tax Supervising and
Conservation Commission are honored to bring you this 102"? edition of our annual report.

About This Report

Oregon local budget law requires TSCC to compile a “complete and comprehensive”
report on budgets and bonded debt of taxing districts located in Multhomah County “for
the information of the electors and taxpayers.” In this report, we share general information
and high-level budget analysis for districts in aggregate. Additionally, we provide
individual summary budget data for each Multnomah County taxing district using a
standard format so community members can review budget data at a glance. We report
budget information as provided by the taxing districts — for a deeper dive into the data,
we recommend visiting the websites for individual districts of interest. You can find
websites listed in the Budget Summaries section for each district that has one, and
contact information for those that do not.

The TSCC Year in Review

District Membership
The total number of TSCC member districts is 36, comprising 84% of the 43 taxing
districts in Multnomah County.

Staff and Commission Updates

The Commission held 12 budget hearings in FY 2023-24 for TSCC member jurisdictions.
Additionally, TSCC held hearings for Riverdale Fire District, Metro, Portland Public
Schools, and Urban Flood tax measures.

This month Commissioner Mark Wubbold will finish his time with TSCC after eight years
of service. In January 2024, TSCC will welcome Commissioner Rita Moore. We thank Dr.
Wubbold for his years of service at TSCC and are very grateful for his contributions.

This year also marks a big transition for staff, as TSCC budget analyst Tunie Betschart
retires in December 2024. Tunie has been with TSCC for over 20 years and has
contributed immensely to the success and growth of the organization. TSCC has hired a
new research and budget analyst, Brittanie Abayare scheduled to start in January 2025.
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TSCC Expenses

The Commission’s total FY 2023-24 expenditures were $420,115. This was 16% under
the statutorily authorized maximum budget. The following graph compares the annual
TSCC expenditures to the maximum allowable budget over the last six years. TSCC's
expenditures for FY 23-24 were higher than the previous year due to increased personnel
costs for on-call employees, scheduled salary increases for COLA and merit, and
increased health insurance costs. One-time costs for contracted services and computer
equipment replacement also contributed to the increase.
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It is our pleasure to serve the public and the TSCC member districts. Thank you,
supporters of TSCC, for the opportunity to serve you.

Sincerely,
Harmony Quiroz Allegra Willhite
TSCC Chair Executive Director



About the Commission

Mission Statement

The Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission protects and represents the
public interest, ensures Multnomah County governments’ compliance with Local
Budget Law, promotes economy and efficiency within those local governments, and
provides advice and assistance to them

The Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission reviews the budgets of most local
government districts in Multnomah County, checking to see that budgets are balanced, property
tax revenue projections are reasonable, and that the budgets and process used to create them
meet state budget law.

Purpose and Authority

The Commission is an independent, impartial panel of citizen volunteers established by the
legislature to monitor the financial affairs of local governments in the county. The Oregon
Legislature created the Commission in 1919, and it began functioning in 1921. Prior to that time,
the Legislature controlled local governments’ budgets.

State statutes require all local governments and school districts in Multhomah County serving
populations of 200,000 to be TSCC members. There are 13 of these large districts, with the most
recently formed district, the Urban Flood Safety and Water Quality District, joining TSCC in FY
2019-20. Those districts serving fewer than 200,000 can volunteer for membership. Twenty-three
of the 30 smaller districts in the county are members. Seven small districts are not members, but
the Commission still includes those budgets in this annual report.

Governance and Funding
The Commission is governed by state statutes. The statutes empower the Governor to appoint
five Commissioners to direct the Commission’s affairs. The Commission appoints an executive

director, who hires and supervises support staff. The Attorney General serves as legal counsel.

Operating expenses are limited by statute and indexed to 4% annual increases. On average,
TSCC'’s actual annual expenditures have been 90% of the maximum.

Oregon law requires Multnomah County to pay the operating costs of the Commission and to

provide it with office space. The county covers these costs out of its General Fund and is
reimbursed for one-half of the net operating expenses by the TSCC member districts.

Commission Activities

Operations

Oregon local governments create their budgets annually in the spring. These budgets begin at
the start of the fiscal year, July 1. The Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission reviews
the budgets of 30 TSCC full membership districts prior to their governing boards’ adoption of
those budgets (the six remaining TSCC members have limited membership, meaning they access
consulting and advisory services but TSCC does not certify their budgets or hold hearings on their
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tax measures). The reviews are procedural and substantive in nature. Procedural checks
establish compliance with the laws governing local finance, particularly local budget law. TSCC
also provides a substantive review of program content and reasonableness of estimates.

Commission staff prepares a written review of each member districts’ budget. The Commission
then holds public hearings for large districts (those serving populations of 200,000 or more) before
the district governing bodies adopt the budgets. The Commission’s process ends with a budget
certification letter. This review and the certification process distinguish the Commission from other
regulatory bodies, such as the Oregon Department of Revenue or the county assessor, which do
not receive or review copies of the budget documents.

Budget Certification

The Commission reviews each budget and identifies objections and/or recommendations.
“Objections” are changes that should be made to the budget before adoption to meet with the
local government budget laws. “Recommendations” are suggestions for improving budgeting
process. Any objections or recommendations are included in the certification letter issued to each
local government under the Commission’s jurisdiction. The districts are required by local budget
law to address the objections and certifications.

Public Hearings

The Commission holds public hearings to provide an independent and objective forum for
community members to get information and express their views on the budgets. Commission
members represent the public at these hearings by asking questions representing the community
at large. Annual public hearings are mandatory for the 13 large districts and may be requested by
the other taxing districts in lieu of the governing body conducting their own public hearings. The
Commission also holds public hearings throughout the year on property tax measures placed
before the voters. The Commission may also call joint meetings of the levying bodies to discuss
tax coordination or other areas of common interest.

Annual Report

Since 1922, the Commission has published this Annual Report of all Multnomah County local
government budgets, indebtedness, property taxes and other financial information. Copies of this
and previous annual reports, local government budgets, and independent audits are available for
review by the public at the Commission’s office. Recent copies of the Annual Report are also
available on the Commission’s website at www.tsccmultco.com.
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TAX SUPERVISING AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Established in 1919, began operation in 1921

Current Commission Roster

December 2024
Harmony Quiroz, Chair Dr. Mark Wubbold, Vice Chair
Tod Burton Allison Lugo Knapp Matt Donahue
Staff

Allegra Willhite, Executive Director
Tunie Betschart, Budget Analyst

Multnomah County Local Governments

Forty-three taxing districts are located primarily within the boundaries of Multhomah County and
are included in the financial information in this report. In total, 36 districts are TSCC members.
Thirty-one are full members, and five districts have rejoined TSCC under limited membership to
access the commission’s consulting and advisory services. TSCC provides consulting services to
those districts, but does not certify their budgets or hold hearings on their tax measures.

Multnomah County Urban Renewal Agencies Fire Districts
Prosper Portland Multnomah RFPD No. 10
Regional Districts City of Fairview UR Agency Riverdale RFPD No 11J
Multnomah County Library Gresham Redevelopment Comm Corbett RFPD No. 14
Metro UR Agency of City of Troutdale Sauvie Island RFPD No. 30J
Port of Portland UR Agency City of Wood Village
TriMet Water Districts
East Multnomah SWCD K-12 Schools Alto Park Water
West Multhomah SWCD Multnomah Edu Svc District Burlington Water
Urban Flood Safety & Water Quality Portland SD No.1J Corbett Water
Corbett SD No.39 Lusted Water
Cities Gresham-Barlow SD No.10J Palatine Hill Water
City of Fairview Parkrose SD No.3 Pleasant Home Water
City of Portland Centennial SD No.28J Valley View Water
City of Maywood Park Reynolds SD No.7
City of Wood Village David Douglas No. 40 County Service Districts
City of Troutdale Riverdale SD. No. 51J Dunthorpe-Riverdale SD
City of Gresham Mid-County Lighting SD
Community Colleges
Mt. Hood Community College
Portland Community College

Districts in grey have withdrawn from TSCC membership; districts in italics are limited members. TSCC
does not certify budgets for either group but does provide consulting services for limited members.
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